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The potential and 
pitfalls of AI in 
academia



AI has become the cornerstone of digital transformation

ChatGPT brought generative AI

and the creative abilities of large 

language models to public 

attention.

Use of AI continued to grow, along 

with the popularity of a powerful 

new AI technology - agentic AI.

The question is no longer “will I 

use AI?” but “How can my 

institution leverage it to advance 

research excellence?”
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Despite fast AI adoption, many 
researchers still require support.

5

58% of researchers now use AI tools in their work, up from 37% in 

2024

前往 Researcher of the Future 報告

32% say their institution provides good AI governance

27% believe they have adequate training in using AI

Most (58%) say AI tools save them time, but are selective about 

where they see greatest impact. Researchers currently use AI 

tools to:

• Find and summarize the latest research (61%) 

• Perform literature reviews (51%) 

• Analyze research data (38%) 

• Draft grant proposals (41%) 

• Draft research papers or reports (38%)

https://www.elsevier.com/insights/confidence-in-research/researcher-of-the-future
https://www.elsevier.com/insights/confidence-in-research/researcher-of-the-future
https://www.elsevier.com/insights/confidence-in-research/researcher-of-the-future


But AI is not without risks – it can damage academic 
integrity and research excellence

A study published in the Canadian 

Psychological Association’s newsletter 

Mind Pad found that 32.3% of 300 

citations generated by a generic AI were 

hallucinated. 

https://www.psypost.org/chatgpt-hallucinates-fake-but-plausible-

scientific-citations-at-a-staggering-rate-study-finds/
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“Companies are desperate for more data to continue training their 

gen-AI models. So unless it’s otherwise stated in policy, or you have 

proactively opted out, whatever you’re inputting into a gen-AI tool is 

fair game for training its model.” 

- Adapting to AI: How to understand, prepare for, and innovate in a 

changing landscape. The Chronicle of Higher Education.  

https://store.chronicle.com/products/adapting-to-ai

And there are concerns around data leakage

https://store.chronicle.com/products/adapting-to-ai
https://store.chronicle.com/products/adapting-to-ai
https://store.chronicle.com/products/adapting-to-ai
https://store.chronicle.com/products/adapting-to-ai
https://store.chronicle.com/products/adapting-to-ai


Introducing 
Scopus AI
Think bigger. Move faster. Act with 

confidence.



Scopus AI - better information, not just more information

Scopus AI is an intuitive and 

intelligent research solution that 

draws exclusively on the curated 

content in Scopus. 

It combines that trusted content with 

sophisticated AI technologies to help 

researchers think bigger, move 

faster and act with confidence.



Scopus

Numbers shown are rounded and current as July 2025. Scopus is updated daily

2.6+ billion 
cited references dating back to 1970

29.1+ thousand
active journals

7+ 

thousand 
publishers

426+ thousand 
books

102.6+ million 
records

21.9+ million 
author profiles

94+ thousand 
affiliation profiles

25.3+ million
open access items

Scopus AI is purpose built to work with the trusted content 
in Scopus 



Explore. Focus. Advance.

Answer complex or open questions

Spark critical thinking

Gain a bird’s eye view of the research landscape

Make connections across research fields

Identify emerging research themes and 

collaborators

Deepen understanding of a subject

Inform research ideation and planning



Scopus AI’s 
features and 
functionalities
How they work together to deliver on the 

promise of AI



Emerging themes

A topic overview that helps you 

identify the research themes in 

your field of interest – including 

potential areas of opportunity

Conversational Follow-Up

A free text field that enables you 

to enter follow-up questions and 

keep digging deeper

Conversational history

An automated list of all your 

previous queries so you can 

resume an existing search at any 

time

What is included in a Scopus AI response?
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Summary 

A high-level, fully 

referenced 

Summary that 

includes guidance 

on the tool’s 

confidence in the 

response

Go deeper 

questions

A series of prompts 

designed to help 

you continue 

exploring and 

learning

Expanded

summary 

An extended 

summary that uses 

RAG Fusion to  

explore queries 

from multiple 

perspectives

Concept map

A clickable visual 

that uses keywords 

to provide a bird’s-

eye view of the topic 

space

Topic experts

The top researchers 

in your chosen field 

(based on their 

volume of related 

publications)

Foundational 

documents

A list of influential 

articles that inspired 

the articles cited in 

the summaries

Deep Research report 

A multi-page analysis with 

insights and ideas to help you 

move forward – ideal for complex 

or open questions 



Simplify research with
natural language queries

Natural language search is supported by our 

powerful Copilot search tool 

Combines both vector and keyword search 

and builds complex Boolean queries for you

Breaks down and optimizes queries to 

improve the specificity of your results
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Copilot is fully transparent 

– you can follow each step 

it takes in real time



Your search your way

Type in your query in the language of your 

choice.

Looking for more granularity? You can now 

instruct Scopus AI to filter your search by:

• Country

• Time range

• Document type 

• Citation count

21

Add search paramaters when you 

type in your query; e.g.

“Limit to review papers from European 

institutions”

“Focus on studies from 2020-2024 with 

50+ citations”

“Include only conference papers”



Scopus AI is helping to democratize access to knowledge

Songsoo Kim

Librarian

Hanyang University, South Korea

90% 
of Scopus AI users say the tool 

helps them formulate or refine 

research questions and 

objectives

Source: 2024-2025 Elsevier user experience research

“As a user experienced with generative AI tools, 

I found Scopus AI to be a remarkable asset in 

the research landscape. Its intuitive natural 

language search capabilities make retrieving 

relevant information effortless, and the reliability 

of the results is impressive.”



Choose from two Summaries with Scopus references

* Interface and functionality subject to change

The easy-to-digest Summary provides a 

concise response to your initial query

The Expanded summary uses our 

proprietary technology to offer more depth 

and perspectives



Continue digging and exploring

* Interface and functionality subject to change

Scopus AI generates three Go deeper 

questions for each query to help you drill 

down and broaden your understanding. 

And we’ve introduced Conversational 

follow-up so it’s easy to ask your own 

questions—great for checking on a detail, 

refining thinking or refocusing your query.



Never lose track with 
Conversational history

Automatically saves past conversations to an 

encrypted and secure server so you can revisit 

key insights at any time

Enables you to resume a query at the point you 

left it

Provides a useful overview of your previous 

topic explorations

Don’t want to save your searches? 

No problem – just select our 

Temporary conversation mode



See the bigger picture with the Concept map

A helpful visual perspective of the connections in 

your field

Gain a bird’s-eye view of the topic space and its 

relationship to other research areas

Click on a node to discover how it relates to your 

chosen topic

* Interface and functionality subject to change



Discover seminal works and authors

Foundational documents shows you the papers 

most commonly cited by the abstracts used to write 

your summaries.

And Scopus AI draws on the rich Author Profiles in 

Scopus to highlight Topic experts—the most 

active authors in your chosen field.

* Interface and functionality subject to change



The question is no longer “should I use AI?" but “which AI can 
help me achieve this task?"
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Enduring researcher needs How AI is evolving to meet them

Strategic 

insights

Complex 

problem 

solving

Critical 

thinking

Creative 

ideation

Enhancing 

literature 

reviews

Richer 

references 

and nuanced 

responses

Uncovering 

novel ideas 

and 

connections

Helping 

researchers 

make smarter 

decisions



This is only the beginning
Look out for more Deep Research developments 

in H2 2025

Deep Research is an agentic AI tool that aims to simulate aspects 
of human thinking.

Deep Research independently breaks 

down queries and mines the peer-

reviewed content in Scopus for the 

answers, interpreting responses and 

adapting its approach, as required

Findings – along with the insights drawn 

from them – are presented in a nuanced, 

referenced report

See our Deep Research user guide



The anatomy of a Deep Research report
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Referenced overview 

of key findings

Direct answer to query



The anatomy of a Deep Research report
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Study scope

Assumptions 

& limitations

Suggested 

further research



The anatomy of a Deep Research report
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Main body

Synthesis paragraph



The anatomy of a Deep Research report

34

Discussion and future 

research directions

Conclusion and 

recommendations



Find the ‘Goldilocks zone’ with Emerging themes

Instantly grasp the landscape of any 

research field

Discover unexpected connections 

between topics

Spot rising and novel themes before 

they become mainstream



Identify the whitespace that can push your field forward

Consistent theme: Similar level of coverage over 

the two 12-month periods.

Rising theme: While coverage is similar, the area 

appears to be growing.

Novel theme: Coverage is relatively low, i.e., this is 

a new theme, or it is underserved by the current 

literature. 



Digital 
Resources

37



And users can now access 
Scopus AI insights, anytime 
and anywhere

Scopus AI Mobile First is a mobile-optimized 

version of Scopus AI that works on any device

It offers the same advanced search, analysis 

tools, and summary generation you enjoy on 

your desktop

The real-time synchronization between your 

mobile and desktop means you can always pick 

up where you left off



We continuously enhance Scopus AI based on user feedback

27/04/2026 39

These will join the raft of improvements 

already introduced since Scopus AI’s 

launch, e.g.:

• Guidance on Scopus AI’s confidence in its response

• The advanced Copilot search tool

• The Emerging themes feature

• Deep Research mode

• The ability to filter search by country, timeframe, etc.

There are plenty of further developments in 

the 2025 pipeline, including: 

• Additional Deep Research features

• A major upgrade to Topic Experts

• Enhanced multilingual support

• More analytics, e.g., the option to identify and 

visualize leading authors, institutions and countries 

associated with research themes. 



Self-learning and online resources
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https://blog.scopus.com/ Learn more

Access Support Center Learn more

https://blog.scopus.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/researcher/academies/scopus-user-academy
https://service.elsevier.com/app/home/supporthub/scopus/
https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus
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