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journals and over 1 million images, letters, and other primary sources, JSTOR is one of the world's most trusted sources participating institution or individuallaccount
for academic content. See the login page for more information.
SEARCH NEWS

PARTICIPATE IN JSTOR
JSTOR connects libraries, researchers jteachers,
and students around the world with vitajscholarly
content in more than 50 disciplines.
Learn maore...

FOR FOR FOR
JSTOR CURRENT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 2013

LIBRARIANS PUBLISHERS INDIVIDUALS
CATALOG
Light up your mind. ( Mew Titles F'EICKEIEES and F'ricing

Scholarly journals, primary sources, and soon books. Learn more...

S T JSTOR SHIRTS, MUGS, HATS...
A growing library for » GEAR UP TODAY!
your library

JSTOR now offers archival and current journals,
books, and primary sources across a range of
disciplines.
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See what's new >>
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CONTENT ON JSTOR
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About Current Journals
About Primary Sources
About Books
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ross a range of

The Archives Collections are mulf§-disciplinary and discipline-specific
collections that include completeffuns of journals. These collections span
across more than 50 disciplines @ academic content. These collections are
designed to offer institutions thefflexibility of choosing the materials that
are most appropriate for their nefjds. Collection descriptions, full titles lists,
notable titles, and contact informtion for licensing are available from the
link below.
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support@jstor.org

ABOUT

©2000-2012 ITHAKA
All Rights Reserved. JSTOR®, the JSTOR lego, and
ITHAKA® are registered trademarks of ITHAKA
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Terms & Conditions
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Accessibility
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Flease let us know where you fall in these communities. This will help
determine what content is available to you. Cookies are enabled to
remember who you are for this session. Once browser is closed, you
will have to select again.
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American Journal of 1873-02-01 - 1 Midwest Political Science American Studies, Political
Political Science 2010-10-01 year Aszociation Science
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O firklings may be explained in severn] walls. First, it is posssble tha the
individuals reference group infuences whether =
implications of the status ascribed Lo histher sceial cuIcwrs' The ez of
supporiive reference groups implics that blacks, women, and obder Americans
winild compare lhemselves with their ascribed inot achieved) statis peers, this
providing a psychologically prodective mechanism for mainiaining 1heir seli-
eueem.

This would explain why no significant differences were found belween
mermbers of the different ascribed sinfus groups iblacks, women, and older
persons) despile the social defmition of negative or low staus. whibe significant
dilferences were found berwesn achieved starus groups (e.g., high educanonal
allainment amd occupational prestige). In summary, this explanation would
maintain that women, blacks, and older Americans do not use men, whites, and
VORNEEr AMERcans, respectively, as comparison protps in determining their
view ol themselves. and thai persons with less education and cccupational
prestige do compare themselves with higher stalus persons,

In the case of blacks, and possibly women and older persons, the intervening
reference group explanation seems plansible in light of mcreased social
conscivusness in the past decade and the growing importance of equal status for
Lhese persons. Alsa, it is possible that the data reflect delimite changes in society
Al |arge in the value or status placed on being black, female, or older. Thes
explanations seem further supponed by the faeq that psychiatric patients. and
lwer educational and occupational statuses contines to be cansilered undesir-
able. These evalisations have nol been aftacked popularly as have the notions of
lewer status traditionally ascribed 1o Blacks, women, and older Amencans.

An ahernate explaration of the data must be considered. Incertain cases. 1he
pre-existing level of self-csteem (derived from interaction with significant others
as well as the general sociely) determmes whether persons achieve high or low
atatws. Inother words, women and blacks who possess high bevels of self-esieem
are likely to have the strength required te endure and to achieve educationsl and
accupational success. Also, those persons with bow levels of self-csteem may
feel that they are not capable of educational or occupational success and may
yield in their pursuit of sucoess. I either case, & self-fulfilling prophecy can
account for persans with high levels of self-esieem baving higher educational ard
occipational status. Thes alternate explanation ol the data also supports the
mation of reference groups as important intervening factors. More research,
preferably using 2 longituslinal framework, must be done 1o st 1hese cxplana-
(L
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