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A Critical School

HE NEw WAaVE DIRECTORS initially and repeatedly denied that they
Tfﬂrmed a unified movement. For instance, Frangois Truffaut pro-
claimed: “I see only one common point shared by young directors: we all
play pinball while older directors drink scotch and play cards.” Despite the
many denials, however, this artistic trend was closely tied to a collection of
critical concepts held by a fairly coherent group. One of the first criteria for
belonging to the New Wave was to have experience as a film critic. These
young directors were all cinéphiles, or very devoted film buffs, who knew
their film history inside out. They acquired their understanding of cinematic
culture from watchine thousands of films. eaining clear ideas about mise-
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